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SERENADE for STRINGS

Malcolm Forsyth

Serenely , poised; light and singing
Etl‘lerej, rapturous
Delicate, but with verve and strongly marked

Rt d

The work was commissioned by the CBC for the
Amadeus Ensemble of Toronto (Moshe Hammer, leader),
and is scored for twelve string players, each with an individual
part. It was written between June 1985 and February 1986.

The first movement was written after hearing
Dvorak's twelve "Cypresses" for strings and endeavours to
capture their mood of quiet and peace.

On the theme of stylistic echoes, the second
movement is a deliberate evocation of the idiom of the
Frenchman Olivier Messiaen. The solo violin begins with a
sinuous theme, accompanied by an unclulating chordal
texture, Embedded in the form is a fugal exposition featuring
four soloists, in onler, principal violin, principal second, viola
and tinally cello.

The finale harkens to Forsyth's energetic, thythmic
style. A humorous contest emerges about nﬁ&way t}n'(mg]l as
the solo violin and solo viola embark on a pyrotechnic &ispiay
which takes them to the limit of their agility in harmonics,
double-stops and even the rarely used double-stopped unisons,
which exploit a savagely dissonant effect.

The Serenacle lasts about thirteen minutes. It bears
a dedication to the composer's mother, who died a few days
after its completion.
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