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BLANCHE COMME LA N

(WHITE AS COMETH THE SNOWFLAKE)

The lady lies asleep and light her bed of roses,

(The lady lies asleep and light her bed of roses)

White as cometh the snowflake, as fair as any dawn.
Three captains bold awake her, to take their love light on.

The youngest of the three, her snow-white hand he raises;
(The youngest of the three, her snow-white hand he raises;)
“Mount ye, my princess upon my stallion grey,

To Paris I will take you and house you there so gay.”

No sooner were they come, the hostess came demanding,
(No sooner were they come, the hostess came demanding,)
“Ah! come and tell me, fair one, both true and quick,
Have you come a captive, or pleasure would you seek ?”

The lady answer gave: “A maid am I and honest,”

(The lady answer gave: “A maid am I and honest,”)

“There from my father’s castle the King’s men bore away
And brought me here to house me, to house me here so gay.”

The words are barely said, the captain is returning:

(The words are barely said, the captain is returning:)

“Dine ye and drink, my fair one, nor stint ye our good cheer,
With a gallant captain the night will disappear.”

The feast was not yet through, the lady fell a-dying,
(The feast was not yet through, the lady fell a-dying,)
Toll ye the dirges and regimental drum.

My mistress fell a-dying, ere sixteen years had come.

Where shall we dig the grave of this so lovely princess?
(Where shall we dig the grave of this so lovely princess?)
There in her father’s garden, grey orchard for tomb.
We shall pray to God: “Make Paradise her home.”

Three days ago it fell, her father went a-walking:
(Three days ago it fell, her father went a-walking:)
“Open the tomb, if you are still my dear,

Three days my death I feign to keep my honour clear.”

GE

English translation by J. Murray Gibbon — by permission



Prize composition, Canadian Folk-Song Festival, Quebec, 1928.

BLANCHE COMME LA NEIGE

Arranged by
Sir Ernest MacMillan

Originally for male voices
Version for mixed chorus prepared by Sir Ernest for/ he Fe/tival Singers
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