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Hovements
Semplicemente _ Allegro conbrio 5'50"
Andante | ben ritmico 410"
Rondo: Scherzo and Waltz 6’5"
16°15"
Instrumentation
Wﬁ TANTE IST ORCHESTRA
rumpets in C or B % Flutes (2" doubling Piccolo)
Horn in F 5 Carinets in A+ b
Trombone 2 oONS
Tuba B . (39
Su?pg:ded cymbal} one player
Maracas
String orchestra

music library | services

counteﬂbint


Jean-Marie
Perusal Stamp

Jean-Marie
CP logo stamp


SAGITTARIUS

Concerio Grosso no, 1, for Brass Quintet and Orchestra

1975
Malcolm Forsyth
[ Semplicemente -- Allegro co brio 550"
I Andante, ben ritmico 410"
I11  Rondo: Scherzo & Waltz 6'45"

16'45"

This work was commissioned by the Banfl Centre for the Canadaian
- Brass to perform at the summer Festival of the Arts in August 1975, Many
subsequent performances in Canada and the USA have taken place, and the
Canadian Brass recorded the work on the CBC label with Mario Bernardi conducting
the National Arts Centre Orchestra. Choreographer Bryan McDonald also composed a
ballet to it Zhree-FPart /nveption , for the Alberta Ballet Company, which was first
performed in Calgarv with the composer conducting the Calgary Philharmonic
Orchestra.

Unusual in featuring a brass quintet as a concertante group with
orchestra, the work exploits all five plavers as full-fledged soloists in addition to
many passages for the unaccompanied ensemble and also with the orchestra to
enliven the texture. An extrovert piece in an accessible style, the title derives from
the sporty, outdoor mood of the zodiacal sign of Sagittarius,

A vague string texture at the opening serves as the stage to introduce
each of the soloists in turn and leads into an exuberant, sometimes galumphing
statement of the main theme, full of rhythmic twists. A second theme is
emphatically darker of spirit, with tuba taking a prominent role.

The second movement gently parodies the Afar7ach/ stvle of Mexican
popular music. Lyrical use of the horn and trombone in sixths is prominent,
underlined bv an incessant D-flat in the tuba.

The finale 15 a Scherse and Fa/tz in rondo form, with a mid-point
return of the introduction to the first movement. The waltz is in five-four,
alternating with six-four time, and uses the jazz-waltz stvle of Paul Desmond's Jade
F7ve . Each of the soloists again is given ample opportunity to shine in this section.
The end 1s brifliant and positive,
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