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Concerto for Oboe and Orchestra

Gary Kulesha
Notes by the composer

My Concerto for Oboe and Orchestra was composed in 2019. It was commissioned by oboe soloist Bede Hanley for
premiere with the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra, with support from the Victoria Symphony and the Saskatoon
Symphony Orchestra. The commission was generously supported by the Canada Council for the Arts.

I have a long history with the oboe. I played oboe as a student, although I did not continue on it. I wrote an earlier
concerto, my Fifth Chamber Concerto, for solo oboe and large chamber ensemble, in 1990-91. My Sixth Chamber Concerto,
from 2002, was for double reed quartet (oboe, English Horn, bassoon, and contra-bassoon), string quartet, and double
bass, and I composed a trio for 2 oboes and English Horn in 2011. In 2015, I composed a Sonata for Oboe and Piano. This
Concerto came about as a natural extension of those works. Indeed, Bede Hanley became acquainted with my writing
through my oboe trio, Zephyrs, as part of the Canadian Oboe Trio. When Bede asked me for a Concerto, I was immediately
taken with the idea. The oboe is an extraordinary instrument, lyrical and plaintive, but also athletic and ebullient. My
Concerto is nearly epic, a journey through many moods and atmospheres. It is almost symphonic in concept. Cast in
three movements, there are actually four distinct sections. The first movement is turbulent and dramatic, with angular
melodies soaring over surging accompaniments. The second movement starts as a meditative slow movement, but, after
an orchestral climax, switches into a playful scherzo. The oboe cadenza leads back to the slow music, which dwindles
out. The finale starts boisterously, and sustains the most optimistic mood of the entire work, with a playful main subject
followed by a more pensive second idea. The ending of the work is positive and dynamic.

Note on the Piano Reduction:

Some of the writing is “theoretical’, intended to provide further detail about what is happening in the orchestra. Not
everything is playable. The pianist should decide what to include. Separate left and right hand dynamics occur often.
Orchestral quarter tones are approximated with semi-tones added to notes (for example, measures 53 and 55 of movement
1.) There are several passages in the finale where no slurs or staccatos are marked-- these are intended to convey separate
bow strokes in the strings, not entirely staccato, but not legato. Where pedaling is marked, it should be followed scrupulously
to simulate the effect of sections of the orchestra fading in and out against each other.

Duration: approximately 24 minutes

Cover Design: Jean-Marie Barker
Cover Photo Credit: © Alenavlad



commissioned by Bede Hanley with the financial assistance of the Canada Council for the Arts

Piano Reduction Concerto for Oboe and Orchestra

Gary Kulesha
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