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When I Was Eighteen

from Transit of  Venus

© 2007 Maureen Hunter and Victor Davies

2nd Edition (revised April/2011)

When

mf

I was eight een,-

q = 108

mf

° *

and my fa ther- was dy ing,- I made him a sol emn-

5

°

pro mise- that I would be come- a priest.

8

*°

4

4

4

4

4

4

?

Le Gentil, an 18th century astronomer, and Celeste, the young woman he loves, are in his

observatory at night. The view of the heavens are magnificent. If the transit of the planet

Venus across the face of the sun were timed, it could be calculated how far the sun is

from the Earth and a great accomplishment.

∑ ∑

LE GENTIL:

Music: Victor Davies

Libretto: Maureen Hunter
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I meant to do it,
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I tru ly- did. But then one eve ning,-
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quite by chance, I heard an as tro- no- mer- speak. As
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knew I'd found a bet ter- way to de vote- my self- to God.
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Tempo q = 88
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She stands and moves away.

He picks up the robe which
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what do you see when you look at the sky? Stars and the moon.

38
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Do you know what I see?

rall. Parlando Tempo q = 112
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thou sand- my ster- ies,-
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each more in tri- cate-
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than the last. Cre a- ted- by
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God to re mind- us we are mor tal,- to
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