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Program Notes by the Composer:
Part I: Journey; Part II: Struggle; Part III: Settlement

The orchestral overture opens with a famous Ukrainian folk tune, the title of which translates as”The mighty Dnieper river roars and bellows” I grew up loving
this folk tune and felt that since the tune is almost a kind of Ukrainian national anthem that it would be perfect for this piece. The tune becomes an important
element that runs through the course of all of the movements in some shape or form. The overture represents the immigrant’s ocean journey to Canada. The
music reflects the sound of the waves and the wind, exciting and fearful at the same time. The choir gently enters on the words “The wind whispers Canada.
The movement ends with an ominous oboe solo, while the choir becomes the sound of the dark wind, foreshadowing the many struggles to come.

The second movement begins with a very exciting and energetic train ride across Canada. The music becomes darker as the immigrants angrily realize
that there is no homestead here, and that they will have to work the land. In order to survive, the Father character, and all the men, must leave their families
to find work. While the father is away, his son dies from starvation. The mother is grief stricken. She sings a heartfelt melody, that she alone must bury her
son. The male choir accompanies her with a Ukrainian funeral dirge which translates as “Forever memory”.

The final movement opens with a very stern and rhythmic motive. It represents the the start of World War I. The men are taken to camps, treated as
prisoners because they were considered to be part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, while the women stay to work the land. Once the war is over, the men
come home to the harvest of the red fife wheat. The music ends on a very optimistic note, with full orchestra and choir, celebrating the harvest that became
one of the economic engines of Canada, and our most important international export.

Additional Notes by the Librettist:

The oratorio Golden Harvest (“Zoloty Zhynva” / “La moisson dorée”) chronicles the journey of one family, symbolic of all Ukrainian pioneers, who made
the difficult decision to leave beind all that was familiar and dear to them in order to build a better life in Canada. Between 1891 and 1914, approximately
200,000 Ukrainians made the similar decision to flee poverty, military conscription, and cultural and religious discrimination in the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, which then occupied western Ukraine.

Following the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, Sir Clifford Sifton, the minister reponsible for immigration under the government of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, looked to Ukraine for peasant farmers to open the Prairies. European shipping companies who brought over Ukrainian immigrants
received payment from the Canadian government. As a result, these companies tried to get as many immigrants as possible onto Canadian-bound ships.
They presented an idealized version of life in Canada through leaflets, newspaper advertisements, and a network of agents going from village to village,
often disguised as peddlers. Since Ukrainain has no word for “homestead,” advertisements for immigrants translated this word loosely as “farm,” and many
settlers came to Canada thinking that they would have a ready-built home on arrival.

Having spent all of their money on the voyage, they arrived in shock on the Prairies to find that they had to build a shelter in the wilderness. Efforts
to inform Ukrainians about the true conditions of life in the Prairies were hampered by the fact that encouraging emigration was prohibited by law in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Once in Canada, Ukrainian pioneers faced hardships ranging from disease and starvation on their homesteads to xenophobia. This xenophobia
culminated in the internment of over 8,000 Ukrainians from 1914 to 1920 in forced labour camps, and the registration of over 80,000 others (the majority of
whom were Ukrainians) as “enemy aliens” who had to carry identity papers with them and report to the police on a regular basis. Despite the discrimination,
thousands of Ukainians still volunteered to serve in Canadas armed forces during the First World War, including Filip Konowal, who was awarded the
Victoria Cross for his bravery.

The oratorio chronicles these hardships and achievements in three archetypal moments, which reflect the universal experience of all immigrants
coming to Canada; their journey, their struggle, and finally their settlement in their new land. The piece culminates in a celebration of the “Golden Harvest”
Ukrainians brought to Canada: a harvest of precious wheat and uncountable cultural wealth.

Biographies:

Larysa Kuzmenko is a Toronto-based composer, pianist and Juno nominee. Her music has been commissioned, performed, broadcast and recorded by
many outstanding musicians all over the world. She has appeared as a pianist in several countries, and has performed at Carnegie Hall, St. Lawrence Centre,
England, USA, Roy Thomson Hall, Massey Hall and several other Canadian venues. She is currently on staff at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Music,
where she teaches piano, harmony, and composition.

Her works demonstrate a strong affinity towards the mainstream of classical music. She imbues her music with a strong melodic sense, and a firm
rooting in traditional, albeit extended tonal processes. She has been awarded commissions from the Ontario Arts Council, CBC, Laidlaw Foundation, and
from private commissioners. She was a composer-in-residence at the Memorial University in Newfoundland in 2010. Her solo piano works In Memoriam
to the Victims of Chornobyl and Mysterious Summer’s Night have become standard repertoire for pianists. These pieces receive over a hundred performances
a year. Her choral works Winds and Stars are performed regularly all over the world with sales of over a thousand copies a year.

In 2011, Larysa received a Juno nomination for her Piano Concerto which was recorded on CD by well-known Ukrainian Canadian pianist Christina
Petrowska Quilico. Also, she was commissioned, through a grant from the Ontario Arts Council, to write the Behold the Night work for the Toronto
Symphony’s 90th anniversary. It was premiered by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and the Toronto Children’s Choir. It was extremely well received by
the audience and was broadcast on CBC. Oscar winner Christopher Plummer was on the same show as the premiere of Behold the Night. During the after
show dinner, he told the composer that “Shakespeare would have been very proud of Larysa Kuzmenko’s musical setting of the text to ‘A Midsummer’s Night
Dream”. Critic Colin Eatock from the Globe and Mail wrote, “The work is as charming and colourful as any film score by Danny Elfman or John Williams”.

Prominent ensembles and soloists who have performed her works include, the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, directed by Peter Oundjian and Jukka-
Pekka Saraste, Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra directed by Bramwell Tovey, Thunder Bay Orchestra directed by Jeoffrey Moule, Gryphon Trio, Composer’s
Orchestra directed by Gary Kulesha, cellists Shauna Rolston, Kristine Bogyo, and Kaori Yamagami, pianists Anton Kuerti and Andrew Burashko, the Elmer
Esler Singers, and the Elora Festival Singers.

Talia Zajac is currently completing her PhD in medieval history at the University of Toronto. Her poetry has appeared in a number of Canadian magazines,
including Audeamus, Contemporary Verse 2, The Toronto Quarterly, the Hart House Review, Misunderstandings Magazine, Carousel, and NoD Magazine. In
2010 her story Dinner at the Sandstone Hotel was featured in an anthology of works by young writers, Writing Without Direction: Ten and a Half Short Stories by
Canadian Authors Under Thirty (Clark-Nova Books). Driven by constant curiosity and a sense of wonder, writing has been her life-long passion.
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